Architecture for OQutcomes
Rehabilitation, Safety & Recidivism for Juvenile Youth

By Karen Sicner

Mearly 100,000 juvenile youth are locked up behind
bars, within cinderblock cells, breathing cold, stale air
and residing within aggressive environments. When
children are committed in a punitive setting, they learn
to become better criminals — which is why recidivism
rates can be so high in areas of the country where
juvenile justice facilities mirror high security prisons.

At Wakefield Beasley & Associates, A NELSON
Brand we believe in providing architecture for outcomes,
For juvenile detention centers, those outcomes need to
be geared towards safety, rehabilitation and lowering
the rates of recidivism. We believe that the architectural
design can support a nourishing environment that
facilitates learning, community, and cooperation, with
the goal of changing the trajectory of incarcerated
vouth to a more positive direction.

Architecture for Safety

We believe that safety for the youth, staff and
community are essential in designing juvenile facilities.
Keeping the operational flow condensed and efficient
for staff to operate and youth to learn is key in providing
a safe environment.

During the feasibility studies and the preliminary
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design phase, our architects will take into account the
goals of the county and create recommendations that
provide the safest environment for all parties. Design
configurations include multi-bed pod infrastructures,
each adjacent to a centralized activity space, with a
control room present for staff observation. Classrooms
for education and behavioral programs typically are
nestled along a central corridor that leads to medical
areas, contact and non-contact visitation spaces and
administrative offices.

The use of technology such as video cameras and
security systems are addressed in the design in order to

protect all detention center occupants but reside within
inconspicuous areas.

Architecture for Rehabilitation

Juvenile detention facilities with a rehabilitation
focus provide a positive environment for kids to work
on their behavior, learn positive life skills and open the
lines of communication with their families.

Flexible learning spaces that can be used for
educational or behavioral purposes support programs
that address youth's concentration and listening skills,
anger management, drug and alcohol treatment issues,

Setting aside areas where juvenile
youth can burn excess energy can
help them concentrate on their
behavioral programs and facilitate
a life-lasting change.




juvenile focus

Flexible learning spaces
can support a variety of
programs.

The MTI security
control system is
the Simplest,
most reliable,
and secure

option

PROVISION SECURITY
CONTROL SYSTEMS

ot all security control systems are created
equal. In fact, most security control systems
don‘t even have components that are made

specifically for use in security systems. Most systems
by other providers are put together using compo-

nents from industrial environments, such as control-
lers that were designed to operate conveyer belts.
That is one of many things that makes MTI unique.
W-

We build control systems for jails and prisons, from
the ground up. We manufacture the controllers, the
software, and the termination devices. With our sys-
tem, you have a single source of responsibility. There
is no scrambling to find the right support line or
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Wakefield Beasley & Ass supplier from a list of vendors, each one supplying a Montgomery
NELSON Brand focus on architee different component of your system. Technology
solutions for outcomes. Our goal is INCORPORATED
to help our clients achieve their goals Because we make it, we can guarantee a level of li p—
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you choose MTI for your security control system, you
are choosing a system that is simple, reliable, and
secure.

Greenville, AL
(334) 382-7441
1-800-392-8292
www.montgomerytechnology.com

achieving a healthy ROI.

Karen Sicner, AlA, is director of the
Justice Studio at Wakefield Beasley
& Associates, a NELSON Company,
which has completed a wide variely
of juvenile justice reform projects
and fully understands the various
challenges regarding a successful

conversion.

Providing long-term systems and long-term solutions

Circle # 134 on reader service card.
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